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  Sometimes the best way to understand a concept is to understand what it is not.  And so one of the main ways the proverbs 
use to teach us what wisdom is, is to show what it is not.  It is most definitely not folly. 
 
Folly is __________ of _______, his discipline and his truth.  (Matthew 5:22; 1 Corinthians 1:25-27) 
 
Words used: Folly, foolish, simple, foolishness 

Names used: Fool, simpleton 

Characteristics of Folly: 

 _____________ for God’s Wisdom  (Proverbs 1:7) 
 
 It can’t be _____________  (Proverbs 15:2) 
 
 Leads to _____________  (Proverbs 14:8, NLT) 

The Behavior of Fools: 

 Fools enjoy _____________  (Proverbs 10:23, NCV) 
 
 Fools vent their _____________  (Proverbs 29:11) 
 

Fools despise _____________ and ______________  (Proverbs 1:22) 
 

The Speech of Fools: 

 Fools speak _____________  (Proverbs 18:6-7) 
 
 Fools are _____________  (Proverbs 14:9) 
 
 Fools are _____________  (Proverbs 10:18) 
 
 Fools love _____________ and _____________  (Proverbs 20:3) 
 
 
The Consequences of Folly: 

 _____________ and _____________   (Proverbs 1:32) 
 
 _____________  (Proverbs 3:35) 
 
 _____________ to parents  (Proverbs 17:25) 
 
 _____________   (Proverbs 16:22) 
 
Folly, a sign of the times  (2 Timothy 3:1-8) 

The Good News – Wisdom is Available!  (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 



Sermon-to-Life 
Life Group Discussion Guide 

Wisdom is Calling 
 

O God, You know my foolishness; And my sins are not hidden from You. (Psalm 69:5, NKJV) 

Prepare: 
Pray:  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand and apply God’s Word to your life.* 
Review:  What have you done this week to value wisdom more? 

Read:  Proverbs 26:1-12.  If you’ve not listened to Sunday’s sermon listen on-line at www.cbcbenson.com 

Meditate:  Take a few minutes to think about what you’ve read. 
Discover:  Answer these questions to understand and apply what the passage is saying. 

 

Webster’s definitions: 

 folly  1.  lack of good sense; foolishness. 
"an act of sheer folly" 

 foolishness  1.  lack of good sense or judgment; stupidity. 
"she was realizing the foolishness of her actions" 

Synonyms: folly, stupidity, idiocy, imbecility, silliness, inanity, thoughtlessness, imprudence,injudiciousness, lack of 
foresight, lack of sense, irresponsibility, indiscretion,foolhardiness, rashness, recklessness 

 
 On Sunday we saw that the biblical concept of folly or foolishness is quite different from the English 

concept. We defined it as “Folly is rejection of God, his discipline and his truth.”  How are these two concepts 
radically different?  How are they similar? 

 
 Read Matthew 5:22.  Why would Jesus put such a harsh penalty on calling someone a “fool”?  (Remember the 

biblical concept) 
 

 Read Matthew 19:24 and Proverbs 27:22.  What concept is being discussed in these two passages?  Why are riches 
and foolishness (the biblical definition) such difficult hurdles to overcome? 

 Unlike the adult set in his folly there seems to be hope for a child.  Read Proverbs 22:15.  If the discipline is designed 
for the removal of foolishness (remember we’re using the biblical concept) what actions/attitudes should be 
addressed in discipline of children?  What then is the goal? 
 
 

 Discuss the following points from Sunday.  Very few are guilty of all.  Each of us at times exhibits some of them.  
Examine yourself.  When are you guilty of them?   

 
The Behavior of Fools: 

 Fools enjoy evil  (Proverbs 10:23, NCV) 
 
 Fools vent their anger  (Proverbs 29:11) 
 
 Fools despise instruction and discipline  (Proverbs 1:22) 
 
The Speech of Fools: 

 Fools speak unwisely  (Proverbs 18:6-7) 
 
 Fools are mockers  (Proverbs 14:9) 

                                                 
* Parents it is your responsibility to teach your children the truths you learn this week and help them apply the truth to their lives. 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=opera&hs=aoJ&biw=1777&bih=877&q=define+folly&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3kL6hgpnPAhUHyT4KHWxzDJcQ_SoIHjAA
https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=opera&hs=aoJ&biw=1777&bih=877&q=define+stupidity&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3kL6hgpnPAhUHyT4KHWxzDJcQ_SoIHzAA
https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=opera&hs=aoJ&biw=1777&bih=877&q=define+idiocy&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3kL6hgpnPAhUHyT4KHWxzDJcQ_SoIIDAA
https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=opera&hs=aoJ&biw=1777&bih=877&q=define+indiscretion&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3kL6hgpnPAhUHyT4KHWxzDJcQ_SoIITAA


 
 Fools are slanderous  (Proverbs 10:18) 
 
 Fools love quarrelling and dissension  (Proverbs 20:3) 
 

 
 Read 2 Timothy 3:1-8.  How does this fit the description of folly?  Give examples (without giving names) of how you 

see this in our society.   
 

 Read Proverbs 1:7 and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  What solution is available for foolishness?   
 

 What will you do this week to root out folly in your own life? 
 
 

 
 


